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A 

BILL 



TO 

Amend the Laws relating to the variation of Rentcharges in a.d. 1871. 
lien of Tithes in Ireland. 

W HEREAS by an Act passed in the fom-th year of the reign Pfenmblc. 

of His late Majesty King George the Eourth, intitiiled “ An 4G-. 4. c. 99. 
“ Act to provide for the establishing of compositions for tithes in 
“ Ireland for a limited time,” commissioners, to be appointed as 
5 therein mentioned, were empowered to agree in fixing the amouiit 
of sums to be paid as a composition of all tithes in Ireland, and 
to give certificates of such amounts for each parish in Ireland, 
calculated on the average annual amoimt paid during seven years 
preceding the first November one thousand eight hundred and 
10 twenty-one, such composition to continue fro^ the first day of 
November next ensuing each certificate, and to continue twenty- 
one years, subject to be increased and decreased every three years 
during such composition, according to the average piiee of wheat 
and oats for the three years next preceding within the county 
15 where the parish was situate, such variation to be applied for, 
made, and effected in manner and form therein mentioned ; and 
it was thereby provided that such composition was to cease and 
determine at the end of twenty-one years : 

And whereas the said Act was, by another Act, passed in the 5 G. 4. c. 63. 
20 fifth year of the samfi reign, amended, whereby it was provided 
that in all cases of composition for tithe in Ireland made after 
that Act the same should not be subject to be increased or decreased 
except on the seventh and fourteenth years next after the com- 
mencement of each composition, and that such alteration, as well 
25 at the end of every third year rmder the first-recited Act, should be 
made only with reference to the average price of corn as advertised 
in the Dublin Gazette during the seven years immediately preceding 
such variation, to be applied for, made, and effected in the same 
■manner and form as prescribed by the first-recited Act; and it 
30 was further provided that it might be lawful to agree that com- 
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A.D. 1871. positions for tithe should continue for twenty-one years without 
variation : 

7 & 8 Gr. 4. And whereas both the said Acts were afterwards further amended 
c. 60 . passed in the seventh and eighth years of the same reign : 

2 & 3 w. 4. And whereas by an Act passed in the second and thu-d years 
of His late Majesty’s reign, intituled “ An Act to amend three Acts 
“ passed respectively in the fourth and fifth and in the seventh 
" and eighth years of the reign of His late Majesty Kang George 
“ the Pourth, providing for the establishment of compositions for 
" tithes in Ireland, and to mahe such compositions permanent,” 
every parish in Ireland was made subject to composition for tithe 
as therein mentioned ; and it was thereby provided that all com- 
positions theretofore or thereafter to be made should remain and 
endure for ever, subject to variation as to such composition there- 
tofore made at the same periods as then liable to, and as to such as 
were invariable for twenty-one years, then subject to variation at 
the determination of such period, and henceforth in each succeed- 
ing seven years, and as to composition thereafter to be made, 
subject to variation in each seventh year next after the day for 
which composition should cease, all compositions to be increased or 
decreased with reference to the average price of com as advertised 
in the Dublin Gazette dm’tng seven years immediately preceding 
such variation, to be applied for, made, and effected as prescribed in 
and by the former recited Acts : 

I & 2 Viet. And whereas by an Act passed in the first and second years of 
c. 109. reign of Her present Majesty, intituled “ An Act to abolish 

“ composition for tithes in Ireland, and to substitute rentcharges 
“ in lieu thereof,” rentcharges are substituted, subject to certain 
allowances therein mentioned and allowed, in lieu of composition 
for tithes theretofore in force in Ireland ; and it is thereby pro- 
vided, that rentcharges thereby substituted and made payable in 
lieu of tithe should be variable in hhe manner as compositions for 
tithe : 

And whereas by the said recited Acts the periods at which rent- 
charges in lieu of tithes are variable in the different parishes in 
Ireland are not uniform, and also by reason of the forms and pro- 
ceedings to be taken pursuant to the said recited Acts in order to 
effect such increase or decrease few applications for the variation 
of the amount of rentcharges in lieu of tithe payable in Ireland 
under the said recited Acts have been successfully made, although 
the average price of corn during the years during which such 
rentcharges have been paid has varied considerably : 
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And whereas it is expedient that rentcharges in lieu of tithe in A.D. 1871. 

Ireland shall, as herein-after mentioned, be subject to variation at 

the times and in the manner and form herein-after provided : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 

5 by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual atul 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows ; 



^ 1. So much of the said several recited Acts as provide for the Repeal of 
increase or decrease of rentcharges as substituted for compensation of 
10 for tithe in Ireland, and the manner and form in which the variation 

of the same was thereby to be applied for, made, and effected, oliargcs to 
shall he and are hereby respeotiTely repealed ; and from and after fcSerei., 
the passing of this Act ah rentcharges in heu of tithe payable in provided. 
Ireland shall increase and decrease, and be subject to variation, 

15 at the times and in the manner and form, and according to the 
averages of corn to be computed as herein-after provided, and not 
' otherwise, and in ah other respects the said several recited Acts 
and provisions thereof shah remain in fuh force and effect : Provided 
always, that any owner of land in Ireland charged with said rent- 
20 charge, and who is desirous of pm-chasing said rentchai-go from the 
Irish Church Commissioners, imder the provisions of the Irish 
Chm-ch Act, 1869, may elect not to take any ’advantage of the pro- 
visions of this Act, and may purchase said rentchargo from said 
commissioners imder the provisions of the statutes in that case 
25 made and provided as if this Act had not passed. 



2. Every owner of land in Ireland may, within the period of Tithe rent- 
three years after the passing of this Act, but not afterwards, apply 
to the said Irish Church Commissioners to vary the tithe rcntchargc S^irchuISi 
payable by him. in respect of such land, and upon sucli application Commis- 
30 it shall be lawful for^said commissioners to vary the same according llppiicaSi 
to the average price of any particular species oi corn moiitioncd owner of 

in tbe certificate of the composition upon which such tithe rent- 



charge had been last estimated, such variation to be so made upon 
tho average price of the corn mentioned in said certificate as 
35 advertised in the Dublin Gazette during the seven years immediately 
preceding such application. After the making of any variation 
imder this Act the tithe rentoharge so varied and all other tithe 
rentcharges for the vai-iation of which no application shall have 
been made within the said period of three years shall cease to he 
40 liable to any future variation. 



I 



3. lu calculating the amount of the rentchargo in each of the 1’°™' 
cases mentioned in the thirty -second section of the Irish Church 
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Act 1869. there shall he deducted from the reutoharge such sum m 
te pound as the ower of land in Ireland shall he ascertamed by 
the Irish Ohujoh Commissioners to have been on an average of five 
year' of the Irish Church Act, 1869. euritled 

[o dedLt for poor rates from the tithe rentchargc payable hy him. 

4 The said Irish Church Commissioners m^ make general 
ordek and settle forms of procedure for the more effectual eMcntiou 
of this Act. 

6 It shall he lawful for any owner of land in Ireland to purotao 
the tithe rentchargc charged on his land ^der the P— 

Act and the Irish Church Act, 1869, for five ye^s after ^e pa smg 
of this Act; and dming said five years rt shall not he lawM 
the said Commissioners to sell tithe rentcharges to the public ud 
after due notice to the owner of laud charged with such rentoharge 
and the refusal of said owner to piu-ohase same. 

6 Whenever any tithe rentehai-ge shall nnder the prolusions of ^ 
this Act he varied it shaU he lawful for the Irish Church Oom^s- 
siouers to apply the principles and calculation of 
the variation of all other tithe rentcharges payable 
situate in the same parish for which apphoations for vanations may 26 
he m^le to them hy the owners of such laud without any furte 
inquiry into the averages of com as advertised m the Duhhn 
Gazette. And for this pmpose all such variations shaU he euteied 
in a hook to ho annexed or he a supplement to the oiagmal applo - 
ment book of the ecclesiastical diocese m which such parish inay 
he situate. Said hooks shaU he open to puhho inspctiou at the 
office of the said Commissioners upon payment of the smu ot one 
.billtog for each inspection ; Provided always, however, that it shaU 
not he lawful for any owners of land who shall have pmchased any 
tithe rentoharge from the said Commissioners pior to the passm of 
this Act, or who shall purchase same after the*paesmg hereof with- 
out having previously made application hereunder 

thereof to avail themselves in any way m respect of such tithe 
rontchargo so purchased of the powers and remedies hereby given. 

7'. This Act shaU apply to Ireland only. 3® 
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